Notice of Reasons for Rejection 

Mailed on December 19, 2000 

Japanese Patent Application No. 11-253685 
Prepared on: December 14, 2000 

Name of the Examiner: Akihiko MIYAMOTO 9226 2N00 

Directed to Etsuji KOTANI (and other two persons) 



Articles to be Applied: 
paragraph. Article 36 



Article 29, 1 st paragraph. Article 29, 2 n 



This application is rejected on the following grounds. If you have 
arguments against the rejection, you have to file a response within 
sixty (60) days of the mailing date of this letter. 



Ground of Rejection: 
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1. The invention defined in the following claims of the present 

application is rejected under the provision of Art. 29, Par. rj a#5§. 
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2 of the Japanese Patent Law on the grounds that the claimed invea^ti^ 

c-> CD 

was publicly used in Japan prior to the date this application was 
filled. ;3 |§ 

Claims 1 to 7, 10 j, g 

Note : n 
The invention defined in claims 1 to 7 and 10 contains an invention 
publicly used in the Playstation publication "BEATMANIA" (by KONAMI 
Co. ) . 

( The fact to carry out the game by pressing the buttons of the controller 
of the Playstation corresponds to "carry out the game by performing 
at least a motion among a hitting motion or a swinging motion with 
a signal generating member "held in the hand" in claim 1. 
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2. The invention defined in the following claims of the present 

application is rejected under the provision of Art. 29, Par. 2 of 
the Japanese Patent Law on the grounds that the claimed invention 
would be easily carried out by the skilled person in the art based 
on the invention recited in the following publications delivered in 
Japan or a foreign country prior to the filing date of the present 
application . 
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Claims 1 to 14 

Cited Documents 1. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication Number 

11-151380 

2. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication Number 
11-197360 

Note: 

[Concerning claim 1 to 14] 

It is not deemed difficult to adopt a user-friendly inputting device 
similar to the one disclosed in Cited Document 2 in the game machine 
disclosed in Cited Document 1 . 

[Concerning claim 11 to 14] 

The inputting operations made by the player could be easily set by 
a person skilled in the art - 

[Concerning claim 13 to 14] 

It would be easy for someone skilled in the art to provide a zone 
corresponding to each hand in the case of adopting the inputting means 
for both hands disclosed in Cited Document 2 because in Cited Document 
1 the indication mark is displayed in response to the inputting means . 

3. This application does not fulfil requirements of Article 36, 

paragraph 6 of the Japanese Patent Law in the following points of 
the specification and drawings: 

Claim 10 discloses "said period" but as there is no presence of a 
"period" in claims 1 to 6 cited by claim 10, the fact that claim 10 
cites claims 1 to 6 makes the technical contents of the claims not 
clear. 



A List of Publications cited for Record: 

Searched field 

* IPC seventh edition A63F13/00-13/12 

* Previously cited technical documents 

The above list of the prior arts does not constitute the reason of 
the rejection. 
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